
Used Oil Certified Collection 
Centers & Abandoned Waste 

Background
Legislation (CORE Act) adopted in 1992 to reduce illegal 
disposal of oil & reclaim used oil
Collection of $0.16/gallon fee from oil manufacturers for 
lubricating oil sales
Fees provide continuous funding for used oil collection 
activities
Centers have a two year certification status
Value of CCC’s
Approx. 2,600 Cert Used Oil Collection Centers, which 
include:
– Auto Parts Stores
– HHW Collection Facilities (Local Government)
– Quick Oil Change businesses
– Auto Repair Shops
– Specialty (tire, brake, tune-up, etc.)
– Other (marinas, Ag oil collection sites)



Certified Collection Center 
Requirements

Accept used oil from the public (DIYers) and 
CESQGs. Centers may set levels not less than 5 
gal/person/day. Max amt. is 55 gal w/ Center 
pre-approval per H&S Sec. 25250.11(a)
Offer “Recycling incentive” of $0.16/gal; non 
service bay businesses may offer coupon of at 
least twice the cash incentive amount
Informational and/or symbolic signage must be 
posted
Check used oil for contamination
Provide info to DIYers of locations (e.g. Gov 
HHW facility) where suspected contaminated 
used oil may be taken



Used Oil Collection Center 
Performance

FY 03-04 Block Grant data:
approx. 70% of all DIYer used oil collected or 8.1 
million gallons
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Certified Collection Center 
Challenges

Abandoned Liquid and Solid Waste

Full used oil tanks

Contaminated Used Oil

Local Grantee, CUPA and CIWMB liaison



Suggested Cert Center Mgt. 
Practices

Summer of 2004 pilot effort

Broad Strategy is to promote Grantee, 
Enforcement Agency and Cert Collection 
Center partnership (SMPs)

Themes:
- Used oil & filter collection support

- Improved outreach to DIY-STM’s, CESQG’s
and/or

SQG’s if evidence of illegal disposal

- Simplify used oil collection logs



New 18 x 24” Do Not Dispose 
Signs



SMP Sample 

Orphan Oil - Incidents  Before & After Signage Provided 
June 2004-November 2004 

(*Grantees Provided SMPs to the Facility)
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Local Enforcement Challenges & 
Opportunities

Walking the line between education and 
enforcement
For Grantees:
- Site visits & logistics
For CUPA’s:
– If problems are identified, inform the local 

oil program grantee.
– When at all possible, take 

intermediate/warning action
– Before responding to an abandoned 

oil/waste report, check with the Operator 
to see whether they are managing the 
situation
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